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Buying a New Computer 

 

The choice in “Personal Computer” (PC) types and styles has 

exploded in recent years.  Buying a new computer is a different 

experience than it was even a decade ago.  Computers used to be 

desktops or laptops, period, but the computer world has changed 

dramatically with the increasing popularity of tablets, 

touchscreen laptops, and hybrid devices and just about every 

computer manufacturer now gives you a choice between hybrid 

tablet computers, convertible laptops, or desktops and seemingly 

every possible combination in between. 

 

This write-up will include ideas for buying a Windows 10 desktop 

or laptop.  The choice of tablets will be left to another 

discussion. 

 

If you want to buy a new computer online we recommend you first 

visit a showroom to get the look and feel before you buy. 

 

The following are items to think about while you make your 

purchase decision: 

 

 1. Decide between a desktop and laptop. 

 

 If you want to sit at a desk then a desktop is for 

 you.  If you want to sit on the sofa or in an easy 

 chair while you work then get a laptop.  A desktop 

 shouldn’t be moved once it’s installed.  If you want 

 to take your computer to a meeting to take notes, 

 etc., then buy a laptop.  If you are replacing an old 

 computer then you might want to buy the same type. 
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 2. Once you decide between a desktop and laptop, the next 

step is to list what you will do with your new computer. 

Divide your list into two basic groups. 

 

A) A “General” usage PC will be used mostly for email, 

 games, an occasional online purchase and viewing 

 several bank accounts.  Computer speed isn’t a great 

 concern.  Only a few display windows open at the same 

 time. 

 

B. A “Power” user is everything in the “A” group with the

 addition of the following examples: stock market 

 analysis including charts and graphs; photo editing; 

 video editing; processing large amounts of data, 

 many display windows open at the same time. 

 

 3. Processor Type: 

General: Intel i5 

Power:   Intel i7 

 4. RAM Size (random access memory) 

 Data gets deleted when you shut down the computer. 

General:  8 GB (Gigabytes) – Don’t get less than 8 GB. 

Power:   16 GB 

 5. Hard Drive Size: (permanent memory) 

General:  500 GB 

Power:      1 TB (terabytes) more if you will store 

     thousands of photos or movies. 

 6. SSD’s (Solid State Drive) is a good choice if you get a 

 laptop that you will be moving frequently. 

 7. We recommend the new computer contain an internal wireless 

 adapter. 
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 8. Look at your current mouse and keyboard connectors.  If 

 they are connected to the computer with a cord that 

 is colored green or purple you will need to either 

 purchase a dongle to convert your current connectors 

 to a USB plug or purchase a new wireless or wired 

 mouse and keyboard.  The dongle is the cheaper 

 choice.  Don’t forget to buy the correct size 

 batteries if you go wireless. 

 

 
 9. Search your current computer for everything that is 

 plugged into the back or front with a USB connector; 

 make a list.  Make sure your new computer has enough 

 plug-in ports to handle your current requirements. 

 We suggest you take your list to the store to show 

 the salesperson what you will need. 

 

 
Picture of USB Connector: 
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10. Buying a new monitor or display unit: 

   (you can use either term): 

 You don’t have to buy a new monitor with a new 

 computer.  Before you buy, take a look at monitors in 

 the showroom.  If your vision is failing, you might 

 want to buy a wider screen than your current display. 

 

If you have an old monitor and want to keep it, please 

 make sure the new computer you purchase has the video 

 drivers required  to run your old equipment.  Take 

 the name and model number of your current monitor to 

 the showroom to show the salesperson.  Some newer 

 video cards only have display port output so you will 

 need to make sure the old and new equipment are 

 compatible.  If you’re not sure of your current 

 equipment, follow the cord from the display back to, 

 the computer and take a photo of the existing 

 connector.  Many newer computers don’t have VGA 

 output ports.  In that case, the salesperson may 

 have a dongle that will work.  Plan ahead to avoid 

 mistakes or needing to go back to the store because 

 a part or connector is missing. 

11. Games and other Software: 

 If you currently have a Windows 8.1 or earlier model 

 computer and want to replace it with a Windows 10 

 model you will need to check your game of other 

 program software version.  Some Windows 10 computers 

 may not run an old software version.  Most software 

 companies will have Windows OS version information on 

 their website. 

12. Warranty: 

 Senior citizens are much more likely to drop a laptop 

 or even damage a desktop than a young person.  If you 

 have any balance problems we recommend you get a 

 warranty covering several extra years.  This holds 

 true for a laptop especially. 

 

 


